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Ohis is an Editorial??

After wowarol months of collacting matennl, idees ond dalta on our sport
wiz are presenling o you this first issee of THE SKIN DIVER. You as @ skin diver
will find this mogorine interesting from cover o cover baeouse it wos compiled,
writtan end published with you as its reader. We hope you enjoy il

The name of THE SKIM DIVER wos picked because it includes everyone
interested and porticipating in vaderwater fishing and hunting, Cwr polices are
few and con be readily odiusied according 1o the end or season. We make no
elaims &a our journalistle tolents thorefore THE SKIM DIVER hos maony writers —
all experts — not necessarily exparls @b writing bot expaorts on the swkject written
abaul, If you heve & mesrage of interest to the skin diver nofify 0z ond we will be
glad to publish G,

If vour club or oroonizofion is nmot represented in this issve conloct wour
publicity chairmon and give him the word, We wanl to publish any and all items
of interas! to aur skin diving readers, complele cradit is given fo authors and phole-
grophers. Cleb news it important te club members end olso serves o3 o mean: of
sxchonging ideas and methads beltwean the mony skin diving clubs.

QUR ADVERTISERS

Voit Rubber Co., Rene Sports of Westwood, The Spearfishermon, Seo-Met
Mfq., Inc., Fisher Spoarting Good:s and the chorter boot “Maray” ore all manu-
facturers and retail solesmen of skin diving eguipment. The advertisers in THE
SKIM DIVER maoke of sell everything In the way of gear a skin diver needs o
snjoy our sport, Withou! them this mogecine would 36l be o dream, potronize
them ond obove all elie mention that you sow their odverfizement in THE SKIM
DIVER. Wo will appreciate it ond they will want 1o know that Bheir adverlisemaent
was publithed in & medium thot went direct to the skin diving customer. Also if
vou know of ony one who mokes or sells equipment or performs some sorvice for
skin divers ond thoy ore nol odvertisers o3 menfioned here let us know and we
will canbact them,

OM THE COVER

Our cover piclure for this month iz Dector Melson E. Molthison and White
So0 Bosz speorsd of Laguna Beach, Colfifornia. Doc i well known in Sowthemn
Californio as a kig fish gefler, this boss being one of spweral far the Doc this post
sepien. Deo it Yoo Prosident of the Los Angeles Meplome: and was o member of
their teom in the lagt Matianal Mest, THE SKIM DIVER cxtend: many thanke te Doc
for tecuring the four poge featura an Mowembor Sprarfishing in Lo Par and the
waonderful cseperation he hos shown o in our siruggle be gel underwoy,

OUT OF THE MAll BOX

John G. Corler, President of ihe MIMBESOTA 5KIM DIVERS, writes thak their
octivities ore ot o tlaendeBlf dee to their Minresoba lakas freezing aver . ., . Harpld
). Aycack of the PALM BEACH UMDERWATER SPEARFISHIMG CLUE (Florida) sends
congrals to the mogazing and reports thal their assodaly members are now arriving
in Florida far the winter . . . . ¥i Poils, SE& NYMPHS Presiden), reporis o mew
member intg their cdub of feminine skin divers, she 5 Miss Pat Gollagher, ¢ student
at San Diege Stole College and ¢ candidate in the Marne Reserve . . . Depaniment
of Fish and Game Potrol Coptoin Bobert G, Kengan write: of recent legislalion
legolizing the use of salf-containgd units for the spearing of fith and the taking
of lobsterz in saacan [Colifornia).

SUBSCRIPTIONS

On Poge Elevan yow will nefise the Subscription Blonk and the price of 4ng
yoar't of twelve issees of THE S¥IM DHVER. This price will bring THE SEIN DIVER
be your addeess, ro motter where you are, for hwenly-five conts per issuee, As
THE SKIW DIVER's circulation grows the yeorly subseriphion rate will decreose
accordingly. Send in your svbscription klank immediately o you will receive the
Jonvary fssue, if there is ne blask aveoiloble sond ws your remittance of fhree
dallars with your maliing oddresi ond you will feceive the mext issve. Thonk rou
and Sgosons Greslings {rom THE SKIH DIVER.
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MIDWINTER .
SKIN DIVING DERBY

On December . 15, 1931 the First
annnal  Skin Diving  Derby ™ will be

andervay, Underwater fishermen - and

women trom Monterey 1o San ldiego
will “be exploring. the kel Leds and
underwater reels for big [zh, alulone,
helisier need ele. in an efford to win one
of the prizes being of fered. Competition
will be keen aa zome of the world's
best underwater men will be lying their
luck againsl all comers. The contest is
apen w any licensed [iherman over
eighicen and the eost is enly owe dollax
The prizes canzis of Agqua 1.|.|:|.5_&. Itub-
ber Saits, Speags, Guns, Masks, Flip-
pers and a variety of other equipment
arnounting to almost - thowsan dodlarcs,

The idea for the Derhy orginated
with Phil MNourse during a meeting ol
the West Los Angeles Neptumes. The
Laguna Contest was wnéer disoussion
and most of the members objected to
e idea of & Tov of divers entering tee
waler a1 the some fime and at the same
place. President Clint Harte and Vies
President Bill Barada tock the idea up
with Rene Sports, Veit Hubber Corn-
pany, and Sea Net 3z Co. who gave
a lo1 of enthusiastic support as well as
donating valuzble pries. The D. L.
Davis Coo. and all of the retail stoes
camrprerateed wholeheartedly,

This first atlempt was a rush jobe bt
we think the idea is sound and it hobds
out. hope for o means of enlisting 1he
aid of all the divers behind legislation
and conservation messures desgeed Lo
help the sport. We are keenly aware
of the facr that most skin divers are
individwealiziz pnd that the sport 13 not
pamgiderod seriously by other groups.
e wvolee is patifully amall and weak
amsong svoups such 2s the Soullers
Camwei] of Conservation clebs and the
(eean: Fish Protective Leamoe But witl
this Derby as & means of building &
war chest we inny ke able to make our-
selves Ireard.

I is our purpose that asy susplus
maney ooblected will be urned over to
o cameille: vepresenting all Skin Dy
ing Clubs in Soothern Californie, and
is 10 be wsed to promote, reugh the
preper chiannels, the opening of a sum-
mier Iolter sewsen for the =pon Dizhing
al meale lohsters only.

SHARKS SEE sUa

The Ingle Afre Shacks aboard the
rhnrtrr '.':mar I':'“.\T.I:..'“ on xu'l.'l:‘mln-e‘.r 11
were wiven a thrill when a U 8 Sub-
marine made a erasledive within. 10
virds of e boat, [t ook lesz than
ote minute Tor the =ub o completely
sulunerge execpl for e perizoope, Bin-
Fortunately no ose hod o movie camera.



& lorge adull male Shespihead,

California SheeHPSheud

BY COMRBAD LIMBAUG

Cennad limbasgh is o grodivste sieden) of the Uslvessity af CalifarnBas

Spipgy Enbdution of Ooeenegrephy. In the cowme of hii pudise he

has wpend much 1ime diving ond aredylag the (b lfe In fhe kelp beds.
Alpove phategrapht covrtoy of Conrod Umbough and Seripps.

The sheepshead iz one of the most
colorful of the large fishes commonly
spearcd by skin divers along the coast
of California. Itz bizaree  shape, itz
large size and i1z abundance o the
shore waters has made 1 one of the
best known of our local Fishes,

The sheepshead 85 o member of the
weasse family, Labridse, Two smaller
members - of  this  Tamdly,  senoritos
ff j{.r.-f:'; callforaice) and roek wraese
fHalickarros  sersicintus)  alse  acenr
along the Califoraia coast. This family
is much better mepresented in all the
tropical  waters. +hl: beillian: colors
mmr.!'J varied shapes of the tropieal mem-
Ters rival those of bivds and buterfHes,

Shes d may he Found from Pa-
cific  Grove, Monterey Bay it lower
Baja California, They inbabit the recky
avess wnd nee lll;:lilE camimian soadh of
Point Conception. They seldem - leave
the rocky areas and will rot venture up
from the bottom excep! in the Zelp.

The males and females are quite
different in appearance, The mataring
males develop a lavge fleshy Bamp on
the top of the head which increases in
size 8z thy Fish grows oldor.

The males are waially  heilliandy
colored whereas the females are drab.
The males dre bluizsh black except for
the central portion of the hody which
iz a’ brilliant red or pink band. The
Crimasom er |ri.||'|t afrears white 1o tlye
sin diver in deeper water becauso the
water ahsarha the red light, The move.
ments of thiz fish may be traced in
the weak light of a cave or in mudey
water by the very white chin, Over light
zand i shollow water a male sl
head may assume a very Hight unifonm
pink caolor,  This makea the fish less

conspivuous again:d the light back-
ground of the amsd.

The ferales are less conspicuous]
eolored, They change their color with
their backgrownd, They may vary their
color from almost black to a light pink,
gomelimes with irpegular bars. Females
taken in deeper water ave usually a
wimiborm dull red alove amd prink below,

This  rather -chonky - lish ataine &
weight up to 35 pounds. The averege
weight, however, = prohably less than
ten pounds, Males are wzvally larger
and Jeavier than the females.

It is a solitary fizh, alihough oc
castonally 3 may be ehserved with
sehools of other fish where it s prob-
ably attracted by the activity.

Moving almost mrﬁiamrﬁ' {apparent:
by amimlessly) i emplovs the wse of s
pectoral fina exclusively., When in a
burey @t wees s powerdul gail. This
apparently pimless movement iz over &
sath which is afready Familiar 1o the
ish, and provides suitahle crevices for
hiding. One apear scarred  mole was
olgerved a nearly the same spot. for
a2 vumber of vesrs by membrers of the
“Hottom Seratchers” club wt Lo Jl;l-“u.,

Sheepshead are curiows and congre-
gate around commercial abalone divers
as they work, nipping the abalowe as
they are removed From the rocks or
pven enlering be diver’s bag of aha-
fone, They me & further nulzance
El-}‘ tﬂ-uﬂi‘ﬂg the abalenc Lo c!lrﬂp ﬂEﬂiﬂﬂ
the rocks before the diver can get an
ivon wndler them,

The food of the sheepshead include:
a varicty of mollusks. erustaceans awd
sea arcchins. Opening the stomach of
this fisle will reyesl the croshed shells
of these animals. The lorge canielike

A young Shespibead 1% long,

teeth are used to pry these animeals from
the rocks. A special crushing plate
focated in the throat crushes the shells
into small pieces so thot they will net
interfens with digestion.

The fife span of thiz fish is appar
ently quile A specimeen lived 3
the Swinhart Aquarium in San Fros.
gisea for over twenty years, They
probably moture at the sge of thres
vears at & size from 11 to 14 inches for
the female and skightly lerger for the
male

E{:uwning poeurs in the somumer time,
i":':i: ing i:h:mﬁwn d-flthr spawaing
rabils or very carly slages of the
fishees™ life.

Young ones an inch long appear in
December. They do not resemble their
parents, Ther are brilliant red-o
with two black spots in their dersal
fim, 4 black spot at the baze of their 1ail
fin, The pelvic and apal fins are hlack
trimeed in white. They lve closs to the
rocks al depthe wsnally greater than
twenty feet, When disturbed they seck
shelier among the red seaweed or the
gorgenian corals,

By 1he follewing summer are
thres to four inches in leagth and have
faded, The beillfant recharange becomes
a bull pink. At the age of twe years
Il:cr are six to eight inches in len
amdd have loct sl] their spots. At this
sige both males and Temales resemble
Ed'u[t gennglfs.

pensing Sheepshead

Equipped witk protruding canine-like
treth which do not add t0 its beauty
thiz harmiesa ratlier beavy hodied fish
with its rather vacencerned attitude has
been known 1o throw terror into skia
divers unfamiliar with its hebits,

The unmexpreled vitality of this slug.
gish leoking fish bas seni many a
spearlicherman home with only a tale
of the large sheepshosd that got away.

Types of spears and methods of
apearing  vary  with  the  individoal
spartaman, tough skin and the
large scales interfere with the pensira-

{Caatinved an Poge 4]
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CALIFORMIA SHEEPSHEAD {Con't)
tign of a spéar and nsny a =kin divor

MIDWINTER

has lost m good Fsh dinner bhecanas of
iz, :

In shallow water shecpshead -spe
difficult 1o approach and  will seek
shelier in the rock créviees. In water
deeper thon 20 leet, they are apparent]y
mot #o easily frightened. In any cose
1|'rr! rli“:'r H!I\:I“El_'] Ead L] hi!u:'m;‘:” 2% Jie
makez his approach with any available
cover ‘such as kelp, rocks or the white
water caused by the geean’s lurbulence,

Chumming iz a seceesslul echnigue
employed by many divers, Fresh abas
lane, ecrusled cea orching mogezels or
crabs will aftract these fizh in & motber
of minutes. The best resulis are ob
taimed wheen the chum is placed in water
deeper than 15 fest and where suitalde
cover is afforded the diver,

During  lebster  secagon  some  ekin
divers take advantage of the lohster
teaps. Shecpshead are attracted 1o the
trapa where they pull off the protrud-
ing legz of the lolster. Dy swimming
from float 1o floas & diver may shserve
a number of Fxir 2ized ahttpsh-:u.:[. 1y
he is sufficiently skilled and waeer
conditions are right he can casily secure
From 33 to 100 pounds of fish in a dav.

The flesh of the sheepshead iz coun
sidéred by some 10 be [ifdp{r-:lr quality.
Howeyer, skinned, fillcted and cooked
while saill Frc.!]i: i will CompraTe in
flavor with the best of fish.

Tha Fed

Charters

42° DIESEL CRUISER
“MARAY”

CATALINA SKIN DIYING

TRIPS A SPECIALTY

WITH THESE FEATLRES
Glass Yiew Porfs
Rigid Boording lodder
Dinghy — Galley
Comiorioble Bunks
Up to 20 Paliengers
Privacy for Mixed Groups

Crwmer = Skippoer
MART TOGGWIELER

FOR RESERVATIONS

PHOME

LONG BEACH 8-9695

SKIN DIVERS
DERBY

For Affillated and Men-Afiliated
Spearfhhermen

RULES

[-',ntr'r-' bhlznk mu=: be ohiained J!H,"!'rﬁl'.‘!
EZ00 neon December 15,0 1951, Fes
BL.00, Aveilable at local sporting goods
Shores,

Emries checked  wnmtd] 12200 meon
Januwary 15, 1952,

Catches shall be recorded by weight
and zpecies: exeeplion. abalone. which
shall be measured by greatest length.
Photographs of cotehes should be sub-
mitted whenever possible for publicity
wEe,

Catch meoy be token in any legal mon-
mer for underwater spearfishing by skin
divers or with breathing apparatus.
Diver must be in water ond underwater
at time catch iz made. Catch muast be
witneszed by at least one other register-
ed contestant. Entries anecepted al listed
check atationa anly. All catches maat he
freesh — not cleaned or cooked.

Derby is open to any licensed unders
waler skin diver over 18 years of agze.
Catch must be taken in constal waters of
Sputhern  CaliFornia  from  Monterey
Creek 1o the Bexican Horder. Do ome
comlestant may win more than vne prier.

Contest judges are 10 be threc mene
bes: e from Sea Mot Manulacturing
Company, one fram Rene's Sporting
Goads, and one from Yoil Rubber Com-
pany. Decision of judges is to be final.
Place and date o be anmounced later.

CHECK STATIONS

g\ﬁ'i!’;!’l !']Ja-ﬂ-rlilh;__-_ {ogds
04 Pine Avenue, Long Teach 12
Cataling Hardware
Avalon, California
Divers Sapgply
1130 'I.Tn"ifm':ngtn:n:n Bled., Wilmington
La Jolla Sporting Gomls
1051 Well 5'.1-|:'r|'.'i::LI La Jl.‘.l“:i
Lon Bello®s Sporting Goods
S Loz Obizpo
Ou's Hordware
Santa Barbara
Prodon & Foole Sporling Goods
117 Sputh Pacific Coast Higlvway
Redendo Beach
Ray & Al's Sporting Goods Store
2 Forest Avenee, Laguna Beach
Rene’s
1185 Broxton Ave, West Las Angeles
Zporis & Hobbies
T02 Cass Stroet, Monterey
Stpuley Andrews ﬂp-nrli.nﬁ' roods
1144 Third Avenoe. San Dicgo
Liniom Distributing Co.
28] Wear Sixth Sireet, San Pedro
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FISH & GAME CODE.

{ Californin)

SECTrow. T - 1T wnlawlul e rake
L !'tll{l.!ﬂlll:'. e hell nf '.|.'|iil!l1-'|-!i'.|;|:r.:‘al..-:'_
gured in greatest dismeler, is-less than:
the following ‘specifications: - Rod :Ab-
alopie,  2even inchess ©Green - Ababone;: -
g% Anaed G- ATIEE iches: Pink Aba-
lowe, =ix inclies: Black Abalone; = five
inches. ;
From Sperion T2 — Alalone senson
ig open [rom March 16 to Janwary 14,
Limait 2 5 per day per diver. Fishing
lornee 12 |'-|:r|||irt:.|:].

From Secrws 971 — Spiny  Lalster
may lee takion in any distric El"_'i" the vac
of the hands in the manner commionly
known as skin diving or by use ol
diving apparatus of the ype commonly
known as the agqua-lung, pm‘itt&d, il
zpiny lobster so taken in Distrzel 194
iy ol e sold,

Srerox TED - ﬁpilr:.' Loleter may L
taken letwesn October 1 and March 15
Srcmon 83 — Mo Spiny Lobster less
than 10 and anehall inelwes in IEI'IEII\
mav be taken, possessed, sold or purs
chased.

HAMNDLE WITH CARE

Watch lian ray, fellows, when you: "
are laking it off your speark! 0%

The excrucialing pain from a Sting.:
Ray is soowthing you will never wantto
experience, Poison glands are definigely =
pressnt. There s no specific treatment:
for the purctore wotnd other than:
soaking in cpeem zallz water or possibly
applying iedine, alechel or potazaiom
permanganale 1o help destvoy the wen-
om. DBscierial imfection s also apt to
oecur from 4 puneture wound of - this
type, Better be zafe than sorry wilen it
tomes to the Sting Hey.

ABALOMNME CHOWDER

J.,-':i imu.nd Eﬂ:rlll:u." shalang

14 poand diced salt pork
2 meedinm anions, sleeed
3 cups pared, cubed potgtors
11 tepspoans sall

14 leaspoon pepeer
2 cups boiling water
b oquart sealded milk
2 raldespoon: butter or salod ai
1 weaspoon floor

Dice pork oud brown, add omions
stirring often until tender, Then add
the ground Abalone, and bailing water:
Simmer, oover, rtil polatoes are ten-
der, Then add dee miilk and buteer. Jost
before serving add L5 cup of water |
brought to boil and thickened with 1
tehlezpoon of botter and 1 teaspoon
flour Mended 1l:|g-|_-||1|:_r.




Spe#rﬁdﬁer’meﬂ &yﬂy
November aﬁ'ip fo a()a Paz

BY ROMALD B. DELMMOND
Photogrophy coerery of Dacied Mehon E. Mofhizos

When flocks of ducks are winging
their way southward “over the  chally
winfer waters of Southern California
beaches, take a tig from: Mother Nature,
Iays, @l head for La Pae wear; the
aputhern 1't|s of Lower Califarnia,
Mexico, Only four howrs by plane feom
Tijwana will take you to a complete
change of climate and scenery — withy
above and below water. If vou Taove
never experienced skine diving in  the
ieppics. La Paz offers the nearest and
most Inexpensive trip where you will
[imd mns.i:-:l:ml'l:r alear woler and 3 -
piarh abundance and variely af tropical
{azh.

Chur party consisted of “Dec” Nelsan
Mathizon. Long Beach; Mel Fisher,
Torrance; Chick Peterson, Inglewood
Ted  Warren, HRedonda; Pawl Hoss,
l.'.'n:nnpl::r:n: I'llﬂ{:l'l:' Habart, ||.|;|||}".1'-|;|-¢||;|:
Jack Waite and hiz bride Charlcie,
Compton; and Bon Drommond, Capiss
trann Heach, For anvone imerested in
making the trip, “Doc” will be zlad 1o
furnizh further information.

Just being in the town of La Paz
itzelfl  with itz balmy climate, shady
palm fringed water front and ofd Span.
ish atmwwesphere b5 worth the arip, - bt
For skin divers wle are enthusiosic
about exploring the iwnumerable coves
and rocky points and long white sandy
beaches — it is really “out of  this
world™.

Sinee most skin divers are more
sxilllu] i gpearing fish than amaessing
large fortuncs, we had better say a
few  words I\L'_EEI.'\L‘HI:IF EXPENSEE, ?I"III,!
raund tri lr'l." air from T'ij_umm i
70D, Other amall fees are: 83000 1o
erber Mexice (don't hand the Mexican
immigration officer o 8500 bill or he
will try to keep the change te huy
beer) s 50 cents a dey to park your car
at U= |.|.Er|m:r!; 2107 Mexican Ej5F|i||g
liconee; and tips, We ateved ot La Perla
Hotel Annex which i not swanky, bt
plenty good cnough for o bumeh of
Fellows who wanl to strew the halla
with diving equipment and store all
sorts of mearmee specimens in the patio;
W Bod the whole anrex to ouraelyves
and gof ouwr mesls at the hotel itself
about 100 vards along the wolerfront.
The ces1 for bath reem and meals was
S23.00 & week, The food §s pood, and
vou seb all vou wanmi — which is an
itern of conswderable wmportance {or
vy Falloivs s|1|,-.||,4]in!._: most of the
day in the water,

Absal the ﬂrll:.' arl s DXL i= Lrins:
portation 1o the various gosd diving
benches, for alibiough the waterfrom in
fawn s very pioluresguie. we wers pd
vinml mol 19 swim therse  becanse af
sewiage. Voo ean either Bire o iai or
ApMarls fis]iin; bogt, The moee fellows
Cigre are b e party o 2laree he ex

{Cantimeed Nex) Poge)
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ey

Heva"s Bhd gang and equipment dastesying FAeh — wrlltor Bon Dreseend with comora.

pensez the better, You can hire a taxi
to mearby  Dbeaches for about SL50
(U50. An  elegant  zports  fishing
craizer can Be hired for from S30.00 o
B50000 according to how far you go.
This iz ddeal for you can visil several
beaches and your equipment is always
havedy on board.

One of our most enjoyable wips was
1o La Supriza, @ beavtiful beach on the
otlser zide of zeveral mountain ridoes,
wherrs wa found the nrll:.' honsns wepe
two fittle shacks of woven palm feonds,
buile by a Benor Juan YVivas for week-
cird vaeations, To seach this beach we
hived & treuck Tor 53000 and pil-l,'tl all
our equipmaent b it with an inflated
five man rubsber ralt on tep of 1the other
couiprend., b eare the joli= of the rocks
mponniain romil,

Although our chiel interest was spear
lizhing, it waz [ascinating o drive
therougl the town and realize that the
ald ||-311"!|:'|:| adole boildine: and walls
and eowmbling conerete or brick squares
-:I:l"i.l-ll.lllj thee =hade trees whineh weris oy
ported from Endin, were all port of »
meblowing  which had been going on
sinee long before our own fiest Cali-
Tormia miz=ion was founded. The beler
homes  near e center of  tows. hod
luxuriznt growilis of Lrepical frees amnd

vimes in their patios, bot the lomes
gradually became more =habby as we
neared the outskirtz of town  until
eventually we were passing the typical
little poorly whiteewashed shacks, made
of rough verticel bowrd= and thatched
roola, which seemed o well fin the
Blenk  barren  enctus  strewrs  environ
ment of the Baja California country-
side,

Oar Mexican tenek deiver was a real
Fromt et athlete, He drove at all tigses
ax fost 8% the nareow tracks throwgh the
mauntain:  wourld allew, and kept - us
r:“l'.‘pl'l-l::lll.ll.'_'.' 1II.II:"ilCiIIF as the sides of the
truck  trimmed  of 1 the overhanging
branches. It wasn’t until we got up imo
the hills that we noticed that the seven
inches of rain ihis year, inslead of the
normal theee inches, hnd cavsed a layer
of green grasa over all the enrth, snd
the high jogged mosstain peaks gove
an impression of Tahiti instead of arid
Bajo Califomio, We crossed one can-
van where many indigenous palm trees
grew in the dry white sandy river bed,
and wie were surprized 10osee one little
waler hole alongside the roud,

Amticipation ran high as wo finally
approached the white sandy besch and
saw that the water was quite zmasth
and exceptionally clear. The sun was
hot anl there was no wind, By the time
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Wi |1:|.|.'| nlrrtu-:l all onr oear down a
ruggedd lintle gully from the truck to
the edie ol the beach we could Iiitrl.“!.‘
wait o gl into the waler, which was
a bright emerald green close to the
shore, Juzt nd =on ax each moan wis
ready, dwe took off, trailing his loaded
vellow one man life ralt belind hing,
oo Fron shore wa =aw a I{-r.;.z line of
vellow dts lewding far out 1o the doep
water where the big fisl were.

Ve waler wos pleasenily warm, We
could stay i all dey and never Teel e
leazy bit olulled, After patting ona
mask and gliding over tie DNivst Tew Teet
ol white zand, we smve that the bottom
wad eovered with a lush et of rich
grevn sen plants, On clisse olsorcation,
each samall frond was H!lapn:! like a
little geeen fessher, At first we fish
were oticeable, but on looking up we
sivw, curiowsly eireling ws. several |tilt'l-:
nevidle-nose Dish abow six inches long.
Al a1 times, one or two long thin
:ri!'lll very .‘~i||1i|:_|r |-{= B ;ri_|u:“3|:| EXUHT 4]
around., curiously watching ws. Later
wie Toand el they varied Prom abouw
i foot to four feet in length. Their tails
exlerledd VEFY F:ru-.h,lai]:. e @ aeeed]e
shoep point, The water bocame deeper
until at - shout eiglt feet we  passed
over the green sea zrowth amd Found
the Beottom solid rock with numerows
fissures, holes and underent ledges,
Thi= oflered 1deal hiding ploces for
maey tvpes of [ish. One of the com.
nrenesl wns t!u:: |itt§:: 5'-||,|.-:k u.r'u:[ }'i:“;:w.'
vartically atriped sergeant major which
swam in various sized schools wherever
we wenl.

We saw nemerous porcupine  [ish

which wsunlly were browaing here and

there in pairs areond the rocks. When
lightly tapped on the back of the head
:Ilu.'}' immeediniely  start to puff tlhom-
selves up until they are pecfect spphieTis
and tight as a dram, with spikes stick-
ing out in every direction. They were
of all sizes, from only a couple of
inehes to abour & fool and a halfl. A
swirnimer witl Tins can go abowl os fast
sz a poreupine fish and watch its comie
lintle subby tail waggling like mad.
One small variety of parrot Gsh was
getite common, Each one hod its par-
tiewlar  shallow hele from  which it
never ventured maore than a few feet
amel whea frightened would durt w 1his
biding place amd emer head fizst, often
beaving: 0= il in |'||,'1'||| sight where it
eould be casily grasped by o swimmer.
Another larger type of parmot [igh had 2
mast spectacular bulge on its forchend
and was 2 masterpicce of  Drilliant
eolars. Paul 2pewred one of 1he bigger
enea amid it woighed twenty fomr posads,
IT onee of the lomg spined dorde purple
sea-ieching was hroken, or a rock scal-
lop pried apart, there would asddenly
appeat from newhere dosens of Tiltle

[Ceatinued MHent Page)



bogizontall 5t1:rilped hlack and yellow
and lavender fizsh to gobble up the ex-
pozed meal.

Little - “blniez", - porarons —electric
bloe il about one 10 four inches fong.
wire spen dn enes and  bwos here ond
theos amnngst the tocks,

The decper the water, the more holes
and nndereut ledges ol cives gppear
el and eeze made ideal hideouts for
hrgﬂ' Fizhi, There were less of te amall
Evpee a;n_g.c-l fisti with the hhee trimming=
and bright white verlical stripe down
its middle. and more of the common
type about ciphteen inches long, Alnsas
every cave harbored seveml of the
larger varieties of local fish of siaes
Froey about ten to I;lliril.:.-' |:||:||||||:'|.h. Thes-
included: amall fmupcr. pargo, cob.
rillo, golten eabeille, rattlesnake group-
or. el Decasionelly we saw spen water
fish =uch 2= pompone and  slerra
mackenel.

When we were in water aboat thirty
Frob deep we swam over an undereut
ledge with holez about three fest in di-
ameter in the top of the ledge. It look-
ed like we were gelling into a good
jewhizh area =0 1 dove down with my
camera, just o gpet familiar with i1, and
frightencd o jewfizh of about gne hun-
dred pounds from one hole 1o onothe:
where we [looked down and s=aw it
motionless, apparemly thinking i1 was
well Lidden, although we could see
maet of e back th b othe hole in the
rocky ledge above i1, Doe prepared 1o
dive for it with a 02 gun, but it darted

away in 3 huarry.

Just then Jack came by on hiz way to
shore with an  eightyseven  pound
spotted eagle ray he had just speared.
It was s-.:i‘ﬁ very much alive and had
four stingers in s wail, each abour four

inches tong.

Jack had juzt left when we spotted 2
hawksbill turtle on the Bottom letween
srme rocks, and fried to caich it by
hand, b approached it too quickly
and frightened it away.

While Thor and | were intecested in
the wurile, Check, about one hundred
and fifty vards farther owmt, spotted o
huge jewfish, He immediately and
shot it with his gas gun, but the spear
signply bBonnced of 0 Mel ook movies
of Chuck spearing i, ond later made a
secandd dive with his camera, hat eould
not zee the jealish hecavse of 2 densze
achoal of 91.!'5]!!:! ||-|,'.=_rl‘:]|- He swvpm down
aato thaz school and they seporsted and
pgaim he =aw the big jewfigh, It must
have been w tempting sight, for he g
hia camcra i las rafl and came hoack
with hiz gas gun ligted with o detonat-
ang head, The gun worked afl right hat
the detonating head didn’l zo off. The
spear beld, however, and the fizh dart-
el throogh two caves thiny feel away.

Jusk Waire orvd hi gighby-2even peend Spotied Bogle Roy.

Mel dove again ard shet the Fish in
the side so 1 now hod two spears in
the fish, but in a few minates the
second spear pulled su.

The fellows had just about fifty feet
of line on their guns, so ey f.-nuf,:] 1edl
that the water was just over fifty fest
deep, The top of coch cave was almost
forty-five [ect down, These cavis teal
the fish tried 10 hide &n were shout
fifltcen fect decp horizontally, so it wos
too dark to bry 1o pholograpl the fizh,
and also difficnlt 1w zet 2 sood shot
with a spear gun.

Ted  went  down  twice bt didin't
shoot. On his third tey the detonating
head  was on safely and  his spear
bovneed ofl. Then Chudk dove twice,
It his spear wos ot of gus and twice
thie =pear bonneal,

Sucdenly the fish ran bhack the way
it cane, and when @ was in open water
they tried o poll it wp, but the line
wis hooked on a reck. 1-Z'rh:l went down
and unliooked the line, and befare he
could wome to the serface for air the
ligh weat in snother cove. Chuck then
dove down to feok the situation over
and [osrnd that two strands of the three
straine Fifveen hondved poud gean nylon
line were broken. Mel repaired another
gas gun and went down agsin and the
son was emply.,. Ted dowve with an
arlalete § Fremch rubber wan) and @t
Daunesd af . Thens they put o detonat-
i lieaed on an arbalete, but apparestly

the .32 cabiber blank shells had Lecome
damp, and it didn't go off.

We all knew that thew hig jewfish
had &wlullﬁ taugh hides, bot this fish
seemed 10 have sither a lot of luck or
o charmed life. Chuck dove with
another detonating head and arbalete,
using an aqua-lunz, He took eareful
wim al the Fish's gills, but it must have
hit a tough part of the fish's gill-plaes,
for it bounced, Using the mgua-lumg,
Chuck went down to pull the fish ot
of the cave, and the third strand of the
nylon rope parted, so the fish wos freo

For the next l'-u-rl.':rrﬁ'l.': minutes there
wire =1t more mttem for the fish
waz hiding in the end of a8 cave, with
its head hidden and its body e=xposed
broadside 1o the divers. OF coorse in
betwesn dives there was much discussion
ax to the siee of the fish, and its weight
wns guessed afl the way from one hon-
dred and ﬁfl}' to five hundred ponnds,
Dae dove down for one look and then
went off out inte deeper water 1o #el a
farger fizh For himself,

Finally Chuck went down with the
aqua-lml,% and clear into the end of the
cave. With hiz face right beside the fish
he picked wpe the broken e and tied it
together again, He pulled the sl oo
Bewt 3t went right i again. Pawl hes
cane aver witlh his C002 rnﬂ'ri:lge g,
and Chuck ook it down, bat it bowne
el At lust Ted manaped o stick a2
vigular hesd into 1e Fishes side, and

(Coafinued Hext Page)
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Chuek, using the aqua-lung, pulled on

both lines and pulled the fish out of

the cave into open waler

The line that had been tied to-
gether: pulled oot but Chuek. managed
bo- keep the -fish owt in - the open  and
Jack shot i with his cartridze gun and
a dn:lmr:ﬂinp, head. - Thi spear ]lit o
zlnneing - Mow on the fizk's head and
didn’t penetrate. but it pushed back tle
trigrer that sets off the detonating head,
which 4'.".'{|:I|l|:ﬂ:|-|':|i, amd the eomeazion
#nned the fish as it was dashing back
and forth while Chuck was pulling with
all his twe hundred Tw'ienidy |r|.‘.|um:|u L
ot Bime, - A QT this terrific action stappeed
siddenly - when  the  detonating - head
weni off, and at last the fish Floated 1o
the surface — helly up.

After o long hord tow to shore, we
made & tripod of large vueea sialks
and hoisted the fish for. weighing and
phetegraphing. Tis weight wasl]{mq wo
hundred 1wenty pounds — the ssme
s Chueek's,

That evening we all sa1 arpund the
camp {ire an the beach and had  deli-
einns fish for dinmer, while 3 hesuriful
sunset faded and the Tull moeon rose
over the calm sea. We had ore Mexican
vigitor who had his own linle rench
several miles away, He really hit his
siride after u hearty poriion of fish and
teojuila mad rﬂgﬂln’:d us wilh  several
Mexican songs.

It was alsa intorosting fo hear some
of each fellows own diving experiences,
Pasl had tauaht o mice lawkshbill tar
tle by hand, He alzo shot at & mants-
ray. but the spear glanced off its head
and fell down between the twoe arms
o cach side of Hs moath., When tle
mania-ray tosk off, the ?!Eﬂ:l‘ caught
and  Paul was pulled =0 fast throwgh
the water that he was glad il came
loose.

Ted had brousht in a whole raft load
of all sorts of wmleresting and unusuzl
maring specimens which he had found
ine the water wround one of the small
inlands,

Droe, whe :]:qul'ul'l Hpx ]nrg_l;ul. figh on
the previows trip 1o La Pax had sone
peer luck., Three daye before at this
satse beach he got his spear inte one
weighing somewhere between twa and
three humdred pounds, but it got awa
after =etting hiz ralt on end and puli-
ing it out i sea. Ten minutes bater he
got onc about one  hondred - sighty
pounds, but the spear palled out. Later
Dae and Mel both dove on one together.
which they estimated a1 five hundred
pounds, but it took off ot full speed
and they dids't pet in & zingle slhot,

That same day Paul :-||-nah:d i mine
alin 1y e r-h:lr.ln: abant twelve (s o
Tervgibe and Mel gor 'movies of i rolling
until i1 broke the liwe. The water was
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M. hvels ot Le PEx — fob dlery,

about sa=venty-five feet deep, and they
coaldn’l ase the hattom [ram the aur.
foce. Mel followed another shark down
and saw sbhout o dozen other big sharks
lyin zuimi}' on the botbom, so ho de
mﬂes ieerelion was the beiter part of
valor. and swam owey From the arca.

Soon a school of betweon fifiv and
o hundred eiaht fool battlesnosed pors
poizes fclol phing 1o be corcect) swam
by him ot full speed, He ducked undes
with his comera and got movies of Them
coming =traight at him, smd safd i
gy b 1.|_|.l5|:4,- a scare, bl it was res
assuring b kmow thor the big shark:
weree probably no longer nearby, since
they are believed to keep awav From
[ ppnises,

The next time Chuck 1z areund o
camplite to swap truc speor fishing
stories he'll have one that iz hard to
1:|Llu.|!.. for three days [ull:r b= X IETIEEE-
cd ane of the higgest thrills of the
whaole trip. He apeaved a one hundred
twenty-one |:m|.1:u] jewlish which turned
on him and attacked him. It toak his
whole knee in its mouth and left a
nasty circle of  bleeding tooth-marks.
Fortunately it didn’ bold  on or it
could casily have held him wnder and
drowned him, When it made another
rush right at his face | thought it was
going to take his whole head in its hoge
mouth. Chuck’s spear  gun  wos not
[oaded, so he pushed frantically onthe
edge of itz big thick lips with his left
leand and drove his hunlillg knife up-
ward - into - its threeat, Efting the ﬁal]'l.
and - ducking his own hesd at the same
time. It worked, and the big fish slith-
ered on over his head,

< While all this was going on [ was
trring to manewver my under-water
comera  bo o within  exactly - ten Teel.
Slutwr bugs will appreciate that this
was really photography under extrome
difficulties. The Fish would come ta-
werd mie and then turn and head back
toward Chuck. Perbaps the waterbox
in front of me frightened @t — or per-
haps it just hod a padicular zrudge
againsl Clack, Tor, after all, his zpear
wae still baried in it side. [ wos shaoot-
itz dxh ekiachrome with an F/25 Agra
Ektar lens wide open, and my depth
of field wos ten and one half incles!
That picture was taken in one: awful
hurey while Chock aind the fish were
in the act of sparring face to fane =
and am | anxiows 1o =ee how that ooe

IIII'I'I:{‘\-I'] ot

We had originally planned 10 go div
ing with waterpronf [lashlights after
that fish dinner 20 La Suprizo, bat after
sitting argund the fire we were all jus
ted Dired and sleepy. so we laid our
bedding out in o long row on the white
suiwd inthe full moonlight, amd in no
timse we wore all dead to the world.

Tee End



RILL  HAZEM, Preiident of ths  Soo-Downsr
Uriderwetor Huablng Club, hos in kond & 35
prund “Eoy” end ot feol, & 7 poerd B
spiared o1 Poles ¥Yordes, IF Bl hod o hol on,
you'd dse o Feather dencting him one of Hhe
Cxads med  enthwshastl  endersodorhusisn,
The boyr woak In poafa en thoas i8ng Rape o
o pafety nebe. Bl sprored ihds one, thes kis
companien moved wp grobbod the  hail and
with kalfe In band, “debarbed” the Koy they
tied hlm ta thelr flood ond moved swl Tar Ihe
ekl A,

SEA-DOWNERS

‘E.'F' Bl Hazan

The Ses-Downers Underwater Hunt-
ing Clubre waxes warm in welcome to
this publication — “The Skin Diver™,
We speak with ensured enthustazm For
the future of thiz voice of the under:
water-hunier,

Afew words having been sought Trom
18 O the ""E-rﬂ.-ﬂ'vn-wrbcun, LTy ] mi.E]\l =Y
we Inok back on two years of building
a club of estimable comvradeship and
praimmnr:h}' purposs moeng ils now
holf  a hondred - members, Amongz its
numerons aims, there stands out o
whith Bears itoration and  reiteration
!mnng -iIH Flllll-ﬁ ]'Illli I]I IIIIH'IE'F’M'.‘.tI:‘F-
hunters == this ia Safety. In this diving
for fish, lobster and abalone aport,
danger must not bhe overplayed nor
|||l|'.'|!'l'|.'|'|a:.'|':‘~||. (huar £[rert % 0 VIV
healihy wme, @l it's up e w o keep
it so. In hrief, we muet perennially
promote " pabr-diving”. Caneenteale an
your game, of course; but first, concen-
trate on the mulual safety of yourself
and  your companion-diver. And  with
hirn doing likewise, vou ecan continge
having safe enjoyment of one of the
ksl mﬂ@r!iﬂng ﬂI'H:I I:."I.II,]I‘I‘}' ﬁil{ll’h

in the world,

DOLPHINS vs.
SEA-DOWNERS

Pilas Vardes Flat - Bock waes the
selting for o twa hoor meel on Novems-
ber 25, 1951, between the Dolphing of
Compton and the Sea-Downers of Wess
Loz Angeles.

Sunshine apd clear cold water ms:
kave really brought the fich out with a
tofal catch of 217 pounds of Fish for the
two elabs The normal species of fish
prevailed, Sheepshead, Cabezone, (pal
Eve Perch, Buttermouth Perch, Calicn
Bass and f'_'l-i'tulilirl,

The Downers" Pal ("Malley kad 1w
lzrgest theee fish of the day with a
11 i:numl {2 hemienae, l‘.!:!.-:'. |m||n|']
Sheepshead, and 10 pound Calies Hass.

The Sea-Dowirers led the fra howr
with 65 pounds to the Dalphins 4415
peunds, but the Dolphins really picked
up the eripples the next telp ow o
pame ol winners with 130 Fﬂlllbdu o
the Downers 97 pounds.

A trophy was presented to the win.
ning Dn!r&ain team., Grood sponaman-
ship prevailed between the two 5 man
teams and other members. More meets
of this iype are recommended 1o create
more imterest among the club membeors
and to prepare the teams For the
National Meet st Laguna Beach.

[ et EeE 3.
]

FAUL HOSS ond 18%  pownd Shospshood b
ipzared near Pt Beck s Polos Werdes during
b Tep wineer by evidence of e “man frem
Mars" oufll, Pagl ii Fredident of the Dol lng
Skin Diving Cheb of Compron and wos @ menber
af ks Dalphin®y jgom In otk e 50 and "51
Matlonnl Bindaregler Spoofiching Champlenzhips
o Loguna. Poul s ol pliwed on Page B o
o mémbiar of the spearfishing  odvemhiren o
Lo P, Boje Califomlia,

4135 WEST 182nd STREET

{Ehoatr 50" Undersetar]

Hﬁﬂ[ JIts Underwater
Cquipment --

FIMS, MASKS, ARBALETES, RUBBER 5SUITS, AQUA-LUNGS,

SMNORKLES, UNDERWATER MOVIE CAMERAS, ETC.

Kisher Sporting Goods

iberween Praie and Howthorne Bleds b

FRontier 2-3759

Monvfocturers of
CO2 GAS GUNS & DETOMATING SPEARHEADS

= WE MAKE UMDERWATER MOWVIES FOR YOU —

ve Got It”

TORRAMCE. CALIF.

h =
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FROGMAN
SUITS

. . . Seamless
. . . {ine Piece

« « « BExterior,
Pure Grum Rubber

. .« Nude Freedom

‘We ore nowr ibarking fa mass produce

this suit, perfected oftor three years

af sxporimants, Order aardy lor rabalion
delivery. 5|‘.H:i:i-a| ntraductary affar.

Birect Foclory Address:
Box 338, Hmlhghﬂ-n Boach, Colif.
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LA PAZ —
The Spearfishermans

Heaven . . .
By Dovothy Dacies

O October T9k, 1951, 4 seledl proegp
[mebeel meaning: ones who l|z|:l:c|' the
dough) composed of Sarf Raiders and
?":L']I‘IIHL“!\. IL'I". Fur ].-I. ]}i‘li‘:.

The weather §s perfect for skin divers,
hot days and warm: balmy mizhiz ba
mever the less, take a jacket. The
Mexican Airlines are nel as ap to date
25 ours, and it gels somewhat drefey, In
Tact, dare eold after il plape sains
altitnde. We have prool of that by ten
cxaea af snifflea arhqn'irﬂi r'nming bnelk;,

The trip was very suces==ful in the
amenl -q_rr Fish |1:r|:.||_|=l|| En. |||.|1 el 1h._'
size. The largest Fizsh was near 40
pounds. The main difficolty we came
up agabnst was the lack of heavy equip-
mznt. Large Grooper were Tairly aland.
ant, averaging between 100-500 pownds,
hut the gear we had could hardly pene-
trate. much less, hold them. The first
three davs lefr our zear in eritieal con-
dition. Anyone llrl.auning a traje dows
that way, .take all the heavy gear you
can get your hands on, you'll need i

The water was semewhat compar.
able {?) with our lecal waters. Waves
were one foot high, waler terapersture
81 - 83, 'l.'i.‘-[r'.li]it:.' i feet. Unforiunate-
Iy, we liot ore of the worst months, Ae-
cording e reports, the best monthe are
Juino, %ul:.' and Augost. At that time.
the wir tfemperatore i near  TO0, the
waler about 85 and the vizibility over
100 feet,

Shark situation fas boen rai.ri_'!.' clenr
edd wp, due 2o the commercial fishing
for livers, Phil Nourse, of the Neplunes
and Sorf Raiders, did aequire a pet
of abant 15 ferd, which followed him
about, plaving ‘hide and zeek’, and
James Dahl, of the Surf Raiders, hzd
a 1 Toober Er1liii|:E haehind him for
a wlitle. It didn’t worry him, ke knew
it was just curicus (he said, as he
swam madly for shore).

Flie hotel i La Paz 18 r:.'cn-cplinn:l.l’!}'
clean and the food = terrific. Beef
steaks and  egos for breakfast, whe
could want hetter? The cozt [ar the
hotel i 33.50 [HeT de}' :nt':lud'i:'rg menfs,

Incidentally, in the hote! cantina they
bavee o very fine wrkple Tequila Collins
about 306, American.

Ia Paz we'll be hack n.E:ni'n. i _Eul'_n."!

Say, have you ever iried night dive
;I'IE_I?I 1"!‘1? '«"'EF! RO TE I::'IITH by B E'l:'| 1]'“:'
gang together and with  walerproof
flashlights invade the inky waters that
g moontess might will beautify, Yee the
darker the betier. Az vour diving pals
pass under vou they seeon (o e on fire

SANTA ANITA
NEPTUNES

By Al Tillran

Despite the winter months approwch-:
ing and difficulty during thal period of
rromading skin diving. owr club ha=
Euu:'l many wilditions to the proup. The
pdditions are not  exoctly . members;
they're spear punz, Five of our mem-
bers im e pazt month  decided they
couldn’t woit until Christmns and went
to work conwincing their wives that
“the pguns would pay for themselves.”
The moral of this story is one for spear-
fisliermen: don’t evor shoot a apear gun
or you'll never e satisified with fess

'|1'|,:|r|'!m1!|'r..'. nepd al the mew Fums
haven't been fived simee “hus™ scason
i‘ il'l rilll ."'I'I"i'lls JI'III'] Flr(lmi!‘lﬁ Til'.]l res=
wards. The last two club trips were
devoted especizlly to Fobster. An Oeto-
ber trip 1o Dana Poind yieldesd a elals
limein ol |arj.:1;: Al and a dowen or 2=
enimimain 2ize bugs, The big ones 2eom
b b out in deeper water., possibly
gwniting the hardening of their shells.
At any eale, the fellows all desire 2
return trip to Dana some fair weather
day hefore the sweazon oloses,

Four of the Santa Anitas hit Pales
Verdez at a chofer spot and did verv
well with several fivepound lobater.
The big catcd was o fourteen ponnder.
Dick ]Eﬂ”. star of our diving team, is
a devaime af Flat Hock and it's o rare
aotasion when he can be led elsewhere,
hovwever, on this trip he stopped bicker-
ing with “Professor” Jess Hanker long
encugh to prove himself a good bug
man a2 well as o hig fish operator.,

Jezz Renker and myeell are collec-
tors and we don’t care what we spear
or pick up. There's ot always ment on
the family rable but Jess has an out-
standing ehell collection and last time
I came seross a dandy metal 1ackle
box, Don Tillman helps balance the
divergent types in our group and keeps
the spirit of l‘.'l:lr'lll:ll!'iilimt ]:-llrn:i:lt_g. [an
is [Irlallll'lllg & arip to Punta Bunda, Baja,
Coliforniz, wery shertly ond ao far
Kenny and Broce Graves have made
definite plans te accompany him, They
tell me that they know o cave with a
lobster as big gz Don in it—Don’s 6
foot, 5 inches, | puess I'd hotter jake a
tipp from the abalome and “close on

il

that ome™.

as the phosphorous sireaks from ibeir
bodies, The [Geh will be mationbesa amd
p e =4 |.'|-:|:<r.'|:¢ nha:.t_':rl.'r |1|| r:|'|l 1||:\-
beauties and of course the magnifies-
tion, for eld man lobster looks like “he
might be after yvour, bul of courze the
everse I8 Lo



LOS ANGELES
NEPTUNES
By Woody Dinel

We of the L.A. Neplunes are has]r}'
thot someone hisa finally published o
magazing for skin divers, We are mosd
Lpppey to contribie to such a magazine,
Skin diving. or wore specifically
spearfishing, has recantly heen recogniz:
ml'l 45 4 sport ml&,iug with rad and
reel fishing and other water zpons.
s been a baule for this vecognition
FI"IJIAI tllﬂ Etﬁ}'ﬂ- {rf ik rE'ﬂ' }Eﬂ]’“ bﬂ.ﬂ:k “iih
only a handful of ekin divers 10 tle
misdern tiraes asd thowsands now ens
joring the spert. Organized skin diving
elubs hiave been largely responsible Too
“thiz gain
Through the efforts of organized
shin . diving clubz it became legal 10
capear il wnder woter. The Interna.
tiona] Ulnderwater 5|!:3!‘fi&|‘|il‘|g Asznei.
ation was sef up @ record wnderwaber
zpearfishing records, The meximum size
it on En'Esl:\eﬁ of sixteen Inzhes was
removed, These gains were made By
organiasd olubs.

The  Lams  Angeles th[u:ﬂa luave
heen nl;l:-cmpﬁnﬂ 0 BEOLFE QL SUINTRETD
diving zeason for male lobsters with.
onl suceess o far. T beliove thar with
the concentrated help of all the skin
diving clubs we can oblain such 2
asgaon. We have been a lone volee on
the [loor of the Sontlwrn Council of
Consepvation Clubs pgainst the many
vod and reel clube, [f vou de not belong
to a club then vou should join one now
and get in the bentle o Tusther the
couse of skin diving.

This magazine ia another step in the
rihiy  adivection, T LA Neplmones
salute “The Skin Diver” snd wo drink »
TNl e 1% sgeidss,

WOODY DIMEL of dke Loz Angeler Nepluismit
with o 37 pourd White Sea Boss ho spswmd

SANTA BARBARA

SEALS
By Rederiek W ite

In Murch, EO50, several local divers,
Bohest Arvpeld,  Wemsn  Stackhouse,
and: Roderick White, sot topether with
the idea that a skinediving elub might
wove  aadvanlageous to o enthusiasts in

nia Burbane, They theught that with
the posled intereats of at least & or 10
members they coold meore firmly cstah-
lish and promete the sport in this area
a5 well as finaneially afford mere and
betler diving expeditions,

Uszing these awo theories ns 8 basis;
they proceeded to deaw up & charter
wihich stated the olul’s JFUE RIS, Qaro-
wotwres, and mquiﬂ:rnEnLﬁuunll of whiele
crphasized the sport of skin diving
and minimized the social aspect, Then
after moch discassion and elimination
of various wyderwaler crestures which
might tepresent the organizasion, they
deatded upan the .,':'J-ca — hence the
woof our mame and ultimately owr

nEl El
ab Cotoling Milacekh umﬁ]em which was capably designed

Phats cotrteiy af Beliud Dpensd

by Wyman Stackhouse,

5 <
=l LS

AL TIREMAM . with feurteos poved bug fakes
o Fale Werdey im Ootadar — inkla Al

SHIS Az for our activitics since then, most
3 of our Hime has been taken up. with ex-
ploving new grownds and, of course,
gaining move experience, Although we
are graced by having sore of the best
lohster and abalone waters on the comst,
we ore of a disadvaniage in having a
lack of large ﬁame fish and cxecedingly
temperamental water conditions,

in the fiuee, however, there is one
bright light which we hope will uld-
maately lead ws inte real compeetition
with other Inrger znd botter-catablishod
clubs in California, and that iz the
Santa Barbara lalands, It 38 every skin
diver's dream to tangle with thar big
one, and we think the islands are our
buest bt to pealige that dresin.

It iz pur sincere bope that Sesl mems
bera Rabert Arnold, Hobert Yeargin,
Chusk Fare, and Tony Barragom, who
are currentty in the Armed Forces, will
vebrn safe and soom te take ower
where they left of[ in making our club

RODESICK WHITE with 40 pound Angel Shark
roken with a 5§ promy speer off Lighthouss

Paint in Senda Bo i ZALCEER.
THE 3KIn DIVER . -
11102 Yirginia Avenua Sﬂé#’tpt‘ﬂﬂ ﬁﬁ[dﬂ«&
Lymwwond, Californio b
b

Please mail me THE SKIN DIVER for sne yoaor lfﬂl‘l‘ing“'-h'ﬂh your next issue.
[ om enczlosing the subscripfion price of 33.00 in the form of @

[ Monoy. Quger 3 Sheck [ Cash
Juit Ter youe rocardi — Fam [ ameol ] & sesber ol or ongosized sadarsator glob,

— PFPLEASE TYFE OR FRINT —
Mame .
Addeess [ L T —_—
L L P Yy, - 1 TG | - | | e —
Club or Assockalion . o
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RENE SPORTS

ARizong F-8750 WESTWOOD BRadshow 21594
1045 BROXTON AVEMUE LOS ANGELES 24
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ALL YEAR, A FULL STOCK OF ALL DOMESTIC
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The Pearl Divers

Of Hikueru

I retarrned m-nﬂrtl].' Trom Tabitn and
nearhy  ialands  spearing fish, taki
pnderwater movies, pear] divi aﬁ
investizating Tahitian cosioms -ﬁﬁ irla
(valines are what they coll them there ).
I had a huge time but was unable 1o
Spear a f12lu iarﬁpr than 2!'5'_,-'2'_: Jlnl.'md:-
while e,

I spent three months oo Hikveru, 3
coaral atoll in the Tuamo Archipelago,
that i= famous for pear] diving and E:l:
hurricane of fifty years ago. As a for-
cign toarist bowas weloome to de all the
pearl diving 1 wished 2= long as 1 con-
Dol i e l:']Jl-I.I.iII;FIF BOLIVEINTE u}aln‘-r-
For miv own ose.

The divers: there wse o pair of metal
diving gogeles and no swim Fins, alse
i el 'ﬂ.'Eilé:Ll to carry them down. Tor
Castay ol about twe minotes; then they

BY DOM CLARK

climb e Basket line o e zaefoce.

The sight mile oval ol iz split oo
theee sections, one of which iz opencd
four months, then the atoll is elosed for
& year o allow a new growih of avsiers.
First - they start divieg for e pearl
shell o twe feer of water. Belons the
firat week s out enost’ of 11 is picked ofF
fir 30 1o B fred deep, The secomd week
the diving has veached the depth feeme
¥ po 70 feet, The third week | made an
83 Toat dive and ripped off ome oveier
hefore veturming o climb e baskel
time 41 wsed ten |l|.:||||.-||=‘ af wrig]lll. 1
had obtained enough shells by thiz time
so | owosild just dive o G0 fect and
wisteh them working down st 1EF feel
or more, Befere Jlong they wonld reack
their muwximane depth; 1207t 130 feet
H-22 fathons,

‘& day

The Four months scason will harvest
sombe 2500 tons of “paran’ as they eall
the pearl shell which bringa 40 framcs
g kile or about 30 cents apound. The
divers make From 82710 20004 day. The
mosl fall in the $13 1o 530 3 day clags.
Ax the season progresses the yield drops
il geed pearls are few and far be-
tiwveen, | The: first o len dl:ps ol dj'l.ring
brought three pearls which netted the
divers S22, S100 and #2500, Much later
ona perfect 1 caret black coshaped
pear] was fizled up and seat 1o France
wilh @ SH00 price wg on i

OF course they uie outrigger canocs
and one outhoard tows =ix or eight
others in peturn for ten pairs of medinm
sized shells. The canoes ave  anchored
with a diving weiglt  zod ey are
dropped back on o guarter mile of
Tiwe. A& heavy manila line is used foar
the basket which i= made of a heavy
iron ting and waven net below and is
husg just off the bottom. high enougl
10 clear the coval., The diver can steer
the basker w the sides o1 swing the
canoe by ahifting the anchor line sut to
the antrigger,

They uge a mitten glove on one hand,
i is  bomemade of  double thickness
light canvas. The diving goes on six -
J-n.:.m a week, f th{!}? el g‘m}-:{ ar
orms appear, bat take time off ta rest
and spesr fish any time, The mnoes
leave the village between seven and
eight and. they. dive until about two, -
then eat lunch, sl or spear fish o
shallow water umil four o'clock.

A vear odd diver waz making 360
bl was  getting - pooch lﬁnmk
becauze some of the brain cells die
from oxygen  starvation. Nevertheless
theve are some  grandfathers  around
atill diving ar 50 and 60, also s few at
Tﬂ Years ;:.f age. TIII: lirl-liér LiTa[-E ﬂ.rw.n".
puneh drunk 2o there must not be any
injury i common sense is uged,

1 also saw how the pear] divers die.
Thiu was a IJI]rI;{I vear old diver, born
in the Tomotu, He wouldn't admit to
himzell that be wasn't good enough 10
dive twenty fathoms——his heary ski
a few beats and he passed owt. T he
work on him for hours and adrenaline
was injected but to no avail, Last year
two divers died a1 this atell bur they
were youngsters of twenly and twenty-
iwo wrying o change over from helpers
1o divers and were working too deep.

The normal population of Hikueru i=
about 150 but there were 800 for the
diving  season  and  over 3 divers
among them, Later 1 may tell - af the
oiher islands. being bitten by a shark,

and nalive dances.

The End
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BOTTOM
SCRATCHERS
By Dor Clark

The Bottom Scratchers Diving Club
iz the oldest ﬂrl:;lu'izﬂl-mu'l of itz kind
in the country ard kos eleven members,
wipght active, two inactive and one dead.
The president and meiling address of
the elub 33 Jack Prodenovies, 3821
Ampudia 51, Snn Diego 10, California.

Jock has porfected his combination
28 hlank impact head and  rabber

wered spear which enablez: him (o

v off fiftcen to twenty feet from =
fish of several hundred pounds and
shoat his rubber gun which propells 2
o,/ 167 stwinless shafi, % long, corrying
the foot long 38 speaial Mank gun. The

in which fires on impaet, shoves the

vt with nylon line atteched 1 a
“Mae West” which floats to the surface.
This is how Jack got hiz 310 poond
Jewfish this yesr. Et'[l-l:r.'s truly’s 440
pound Jewlish is stall topas.

EDITORS NOTE ~ Don Clark and
bia Jewfish are pictured on page 13
and you will notice it was far fo hig
fo get in the phetograph.

BICK MFPE ond BILL WILS3H draining on
siEty=tive pound Bor Boy — Pagific Polliodes,

Shark Kills Aussie
Surf Ski Champion

A shark kifled Frank Okolich, 21,
Apstealian surf ski champion, at Mere.
weller Beach, Newcastle, on Decembec
G1h, His mavled body was washed into
shallow water an lhour after horrified
on laokers saw him dragged under,

Have your club Puldicity Chatrrren mention your name ia Iz nest column in
THE SKIN DIVER — furnish hims with a p'i.-l:lu're af :,-'auru-:'l.l' now: 30 he canosened
it 1o s Show your mapgazine to your [riends and et chem know that your sport
and hobby i=s not just an exeiting oddity. See deadline date on Page Two,

MUIRMEN

By Freak Hops

Fhe  Muirmen were formed - as @
E,n:nup at the end of thie war. Three of

¢ members had boen-diving together
ginea 1938 in the Laguna Beach, Cali
fornia, arce, While attending Jaln Muir
College, playing water-poto and swim:
ming on the swirnming teany, e idea
of e Muirmen was berne We loave
slwayve boen & emoll but ¢losely knit
granp and average about 26 week-ends
g vear at the beacl, We make no elaims
i any record fish, in fad our wonly
claim is to 13 years of Fun and zood
sporlsmanskip  (plus some wonderfod
seaford menls and a saving: 10 our
food budget at horae).

We dive for aboul everything thal
moves in the ocean, except Garibaldi's
At the present we are after begal Iobster
grd due 10 the cooler temperatunes we
uze our gum rubber underwater sulis
In 1950 we ended up ehout sixth in the
MNational Underwater Eiving Meer at
Laguna, thiz year we were thied,

Attention — The purpose of this
magnzing is to bring true diving facts
and expericnoss 10 our cesders - S0
don't have any doubis aboul vour writ-
i rl.b'tl'il:_'!.' — e any pricturas, larm-
orus steries or yarns to THE SKIN
DIVER for futare publication.

Membanhip

instrdes

Congratulations fo "THE SKIN DIVER”
Here3 méking You Luck

v « pioneered Skin Diving and Spearfishing . .
majer sport . . . 50 we're right hehind you in your new venture.

WE .

Az leaders in the fiold of Spearfishing and Aguate sguipment we iavile
any inguiries on the latest skin diving equipment.
We manufucture o complete fine of gear which includes:

SUPERSWIM
DELUXE AND STANDARD SEA-DIVE MASKS

FROG FEET

SWIM MITTS =
FLUTTER YALVES »

faln ewr Mabioasl Feagnan Clukb.
bocklnl asm
Speeriibing oad Unaereabsr Swim:
ming esmpilad by Fronk Rodeckar, an
aflginel  Fropmoa ond  3kin  Dives
Wirile for detodls now,

1428 MAFLE AVENUE

Phone PRespect SO08

EAR WUFFS = EAR PLUGS » MOUTHPIECES
FLOATING KMIVES
SPEARS FOR ALL TYPES OF FISH
FPEAR GUMS & CO2 GUNS » EREATHING UNITS
Farls ond Accessaries for all equipment

SEA-NET MANUFACTURING CO.

FIGMEER MAMUFALTURERS OF AGUATIC EQUIPMENT

. now a recognized

FLIPPERS
® GOGGLES o ISMHORKLES

* FROGMAN RUBBER 3UITS

LS AMGELES 15, CALIFGRMIA

sefl = PECIMBER — THE

SKIH BIYER




SOUTHERN CALIF,
SKIN DIVERS

By Horry Fetler

(e of Cetober’s warm sunny davs
amd Carprmierin’s calm water Broogla
out thirty aclive members Tor the 1951
SCEIMD Annual Labater  Tonrmament.
Tournament howrs were from £ AM. 10
I P.M. Catches from anywhere on the
caast. were honored i declared and
exleibitl, within fime =21, a0 olols ouls
iz leadquarierz st Carpentoria State
Park.

Below everage catches were experi:
enced, e larged lolster heing only
nine  pounds, some of lhe members
seemed Lo think that the waters warm
temperature  explained  the lack of
|r|-h5|1,:r.

Top catches of the doy were honored
by il presemiation of wo rophys—
first, Tor the most skillful covch, 1o Jim
F"n:rig.' of Redonds Heach, Calif., and
FI.'I:\'I'II:II.I]. for lh: la.r;.wr:l! leshizler l::."nlghl!.
to Harry Vetter of Lomita, California.

Competition was pretty  keen, mnst
members  pauaing in their diving at
noeop Tor a snack of ioe=cold watermelon
which really hit the =pst. The water
melon was timely derated By Lawrence
Lapex, the club's official photographer,
whao zinee hax become the official con-
nection with greengroceries. Alter this
snack everyone again began  looking
for Bugs,

As wsual this annual Cctober outing
witx A EI!I‘E"\'I"! Elde 111 Al unjl&-:.ru,:d ]r:r
everyene parkicipatisg. It was a tived
and happy group of ehin divers that
ended the tonmamen, =ome of which
conked dinner or their catches on the
ran stoves furnished by the Park before
J]I:'ill:lj:llg For hame.

Rubber rofh on Jesp — what Joep? JACK
WAITE B @l oved IhlS page.

TOP = Twe groug ples of $C30 on toumoy doy — soms fum.
BOTTOM — HAERY VEITER ond winning beg; BUD ABEEMATHYT and WSE cought o1 Catalina,
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